
Procalcitonin LiquiColor® Assay
A 10 minute test that can serve 
as a marker for bacterial infection
and sepsis

• The PCT marker aids in differentiating between viral and bacterial infections
• Fast: 10 minute on-board analysis time 
• Accurate: Correlates well to the established method
•  Cost-effective: Immunoturbidimetric clinical chemistry assay
• Flexible: Runs on most clinical chemistry analysers

Procalcitonin LiquiColor ® Assay
Procalcitonin (PCT) is a marker for bacterial infection and sepsis.  PCT levels elevate during systemic bacterial infection 
and sepsis.

The new Procalcitonin Liquicolor immunoturbidimetric assay can be used in conjunction with other tests to quickly 
assess initial severity of sepsis.

 
PCT is precise, convenient and cost effective. It is available in a liquid-stable format which can remain on-board a clinical 
chemistry analyser for up to four weeks, and requires a minimal sample of just 20 µL.

PCT can also improve laboratory workflow as it can be run on a primary chemistry analyser and eliminate the need for 
sample splitting. 

What is Procalcitonin?
PCT is currently utilised as a marker in the diagnosis of sepsis. It is a precursor peptide of calcitonin; a hormone involved 
in calcium homeostasis. Under normal circumstances, PCT is cleaved enzymatically into smaller peptides to yield mature 
calcitonin, meaning that low levels of PCT are present in serum. During a microbial infection, circulating levels of calcitonin 
precursors, including PCT, increase up to several thousand-fold.

 
What is ‘the golden hour’?
Sepsis can quickly develop into severe sepsis and septic shock, conditions associated with signs of end organ damage 
and hypotension. At this stage, the risk of death is high and increases drastically the longer the initiation of treatment is 
delayed for. However, if a patient receives antimicrobial therapy within the first hour of diagnosis, their chances of survival 
are close to 80%. This short window is therefore often coined “the golden hour”.

How is PCT used to diagnose sepsis?
Determining the amount of circulating PCT is an important step in the diagnosis of sepsis. When the use of PCT and 
other sepsis markers, Interleukin-6 and Interleukin-8, are compared for patients who were admitted to hospital with SIRS 
criteria and/or a suspected infection, PCT was found to improve the predictive value of detecting sepsis from 77% to 94% .
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You may also be interested in...

Product Key Features Contents Item Code
Reagents Methodology: Latex enhanced immunoturbidimetric

Ready-to-use liquid reagents

On-board stability: Four weeks

Calibration levels: 6 point calibration

Linearity: 0.17-50 ng/mL

Sample: 20 uL of serum, EDTA plasma or lithium heparin plasma

R1: 1 x 45 mL

R2: 1 x 15 mL

2300-060

Controls (2 x 3 mL) vial 2320 - 203

Calibrator Set (6 x 1 mL) vial 2310 - 601

Specifications

Diagnostics
for life

Manufacturer: Stanbio - 1261 North Main Street, Boerne, Texas 78006 
USA  |    001 (830) 249 0772  |  (USA Toll Free) 1 (800) 531-5535 
sales2@ekfdiagnostics.com  |  www.ekfusa.com
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Contact Aspect Scientific today for more information.

STANBIOChemistry
from EKF Diagnostics

®

Altair 240 Clinical Chemistry Analyser
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The Procalcitonin LiquiColor reagent, calibrator and controls are all available separately.  
See the full range in our catalogue which can be found on our website.

Fast, Convenient and Cost Effective  |  400 Tests Per Hour
Optional ISE  |  43 Reagent Channels  |  30 Day On-board Reagent Stability 

Replaceable, Semi-permanent Cuvettes  |  Compact, Bench-top Size


